
Our Borough of Midland Park is
but 1.7 square miles, fully
developed with residential

homes and a few commercial properties,
and 13 acres of municipally-owned recre-
ation land. Any hopes of increasing our
“green space” seemed rather remote.
Efforts by former Mayor Ester Vierheilig

changed the odds by her contact with the
property owner of 120 Woodside Avenue, a
contiguous property to the Dairy Street
Recreation area, and over the course of time
negotiating a purchase of the property.

This 1.09 acre property acquisition was
further facilitated by the foresight of the
Midland Park electorate. In 2002, they
passed a referendum for a Municipal Open
Space Tax rate equal to one cent. These
funds were at the ready to use for this land
purchase and obviated the need for any tax
increase. The Mayor and Council
employed additional fiscal prudence
through a grant application in 2007, to
the Bergen County Open Space Fund to
share the purchase 50/50.  

In June we were notified by Bergen

County of a successful grant application and
an award of $295,000 to fund the acquisi-
tion of 120 Woodside Avenue.  While the
closing on the property will take place this
month, the Borough will take the time to
plan its specific passive or active use for
recreational purposes. We will consult our
updated Master Plan from our planner for
his recommendations for the property, as
well as input from the public. The existing
two-family home will remain temporarily as
a condition of sale and be taken down in the
future. The Borough has promised that
there will be no access of this recreation site
from Woodside Avenue and no portion of
the property will be used for a parking lot. 
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The annual curbside leaf collection will begin on October 20
in Leaf District 3. Each district will be collected three times.
It is important to have your leaves out at the curb the day

before collection begins in your district to insure your leaves are
picked up on that round. Leaf collection schedules and district
identifications are listed in the Annual Service Almanac, which was
mailed to each home last December. Additional copies are avail-
able at the Borough Hall. 

Collection Schedule
These are the dates to have your leaves at the edge of the curb for
your scheduled pickup. Collection begins the next day. Please
be aware that inclement weather or a low volume of leaves may
alter the schedule.  

Leaf District Round 1 Round 2 Round 3

3 Oct. 19 Nov. 2 Nov. 30
4 Oct. 21 Nov. 5 Dec. 3
5 Oct. 23 Nov. 11 Dec. 8
1 Oct. 27 Nov. 16 Dec. 11
2 Oct. 29 Nov. 19 Dec. 16

A Few Safety Precautions:
� Leaves should be raked to the edge of the road, not into the
lane of traffic.  

� Do not allow children to play in the leaves.

� Safety concerns regarding leaf collection should be reported to
the Midland Park Police Department at 201-444-2300.

� Keep vehicles off the street on days scheduled for leaf collec-
tion in your district.

� Do not park on leaves.

� Keep leaves at least 10 feet away from catch basins, as per state
stormwater regulations.

� Leaves at the curb must be either loose or in paper bags.

� Leaves and other vegetative matter may be brought to the Recy-
cling Center on Greenwood Avenue on Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays
and Saturdays from 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. and Wednesdays from
8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. The Center is closed on Sundays and Mondays.

Fall Leaf Collection
Schedule Is Set

The Place To Be On Select
Thursday Evenings
No, it’s not in front of your television. The Mayor and Borough Council encourage you to

attend our Thursday night Council Meetings.  Typically, meetings are held on the second
and fourth Thursdays of every month. During our budget preparation period, in the fall,

our meeting dates are more frequent and our budget workshops may start as early as six o’clock.
It is important to hear from our business and residential community. Every public council

meeting allows for public comment at the beginning and end of the agenda. Historically, mem-
bers of the public have asked the Council to address parking issues, noise problems, traffic issues,
suggested zoning changes, and have even complimented various departments for a job well done.

If you have something you’d like to bring to our attention, join us, it’s always good to get anoth-
er perspective. Meeting dates and times are available on the Borough website and in the Borough
Almanac. For further information call 201-445-5720.

Fire Dept. Plans Open House

Fire Prevention Week is October 5-11, and this year’s theme is, “It’s Fire Prevention
Week – Prevent Home Fires.” The Midland Park Fire Department will host an open
house on Wednesday,  October 8 from 7 to 9 p.m. at the firehouse at 45 Witte Drive.

There will be interactive stations where kids can learn how to prevent fires and what to do
should one occur. Also on hand will be the Midland Park Police Department, the
Ambulance Corps, representatives from the Red Cross, Smokey the Bear and more.

We urge you to check your smoke detectors regularly and change the batteries when you
change your clocks in November. Don’t be one of the homes that still doesn’t have a work-
ing smoke detector. Remember Smoke Detectors Save Lives.

The Midland Park Fire Department is always looking for new members. If you’re up to the
challenge and have a desire to serve your community, stop by any Wednesday night for fur-
ther information. The Fire Department cannot exist without its volunteers. What if you called
the Fire Department and no one showed up? Become more active in your community.

Overnight Parking Reminder
Please remember that there is no parking overnight on any street between 2:00 and
6:00 a.m. If you are having an overnight guest please either make room in your drive-
way or call the police desk at 201-444-2300 to report the car on the street.



A Message from
the Rec. Dept.
The Recreation Department and residents of

Midland Park would like to send a very spe-
cial thank you to David Bolger and The

Marion and Selfred Dephillips Foundation for our
beautiful new Recreation Center! This generous gift
will be cherished by thousands of residents of all ages
for many years to come. We would also like to thank
The Friends of Recreation for donating much of the
furnishings and basketball equipment inside the facil-
ity and to Richard Prant of Marlow Park, LLC for
donating the many storage units that housed the con-
tents of our Recreation Center during construction.  

Special thanks to all of our other generous contrib-
utors, Dave Pennington, Ray and Barbara Patete, Bill
Kavanagh, Don and Patricia Allen, Rich and Jo Anne
Gentile, Rebecca and Chris Carione, Zoltan and
Julius Benecz, Jane and Rich Bandstra, Jody Lynn
Reicher, V&S Flooring, Albert & Ester Vierheilig,
and The Football and Cheerleading Association and
its many skilled volunteers who helped build the new
football storage facility and bathroom located behind
the DePhillips Center.                                                     

Thanks to the new Community Room addition and
added space in the DePhillips Center, our summer
Recreation program accommodated up to 200 partici-
pants a week during the extended six-week program
this year. The Recreation Department hopes to offer
new programs for residents of all ages in the near future.
The DePhillips Center will be open to high school stu-
dents Monday to Saturday evenings from 6:30 to 9pm.
Evening Supervisor Ed Gordon will oversee pickup bas-
ketball games, table tennis and other activities.

POD People Needed
Sorry, not as extras for a horror movie, but nurses, pharmacists and especially a doc-

tor or two are needed to staff a Point of Distribution (POD) facility which will be
set up to dispense medication in an emergency. Please email certmp@yahoo.com or

call (201) 444-2300 to leave your name and specialty.
A shared services/cooperative arrangement is forming among the Wyckoff, Franklin

Lakes, Waldwick, Midland Park and HoHoKus Offices of Emergency Management (OEM)
to set up a POD so that our towns will have a nearby location to receive medication if need-
ed. This will include an outreach to faith-based resources to provide support and personnel.

More opportunities to volunteer are available as a CERT (Community Emergency
Response Team) member. Midland Park has a group of eight trained citizens who help in
many ways during emergencies. CERT members are fully trained in a county program and
can also serve as a first emergency resource in their own neighborhood. Those available dur-
ing day time hours would be especially helpful. You must be age 18 or older. If you are inter-
ested please email certmp@yahoo.com for an interview and discussion of the program.

Protect Yourself, Get Vaccinated 

The Midland Park Board of Health, in conjunction with the Northwest Bergen Regional
Health Commission, is pleased to announce that the annual Flu Vaccination Clinic will
be held on Monday, October 20 from 1:00 pm to 2:30 pm at the Christian Reformed

Church, 183 Godwin Avenue.
A $25.00 fee will be charged to those who do not have Medicare Part B. Please bring your

Medicare card with you to the flu program. If you have a Medicare HMO, also known as Medicare
Advantage, you may choose to go to your primary care provider or you can pay $25.00 for a flu
vaccination. Medicare Advantage (HMO’s) will not be accepted at the flu program. 

If you have any questions about the flu program call Northwest Bergen Regional Health
Commission at 201-445-7217.

General Election Day is November 4 and
the polls will be open between the hours of
6:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. Check the sample
ballot you receive in the mail for your polling
location and to make sure your District
number, your name and address are correct.  

VOTING POLL LOCATIONS

Districts 1, 2 & 4
Midland Park Fire House, 45 Witte Drive

District 3
Midland Park Library, 250 Godwin Avenue

District 5 
Church of the Nativity - Youth Center

315 Prospect Street

VOTER REGISTRATION

The last day to register to vote in the 2008
General Election will be October 14. The
Borough Clerk’s office will be open until
9:00 p.m. that evening for your convenience
in registering. The office is located in the
Borough Hall, 280 Godwin Avenue. 

ABSENTEE BALLOT APPLICATIONS

These applications may be obtained in the
Borough Hall. Applications must be received
at the County by October 28 for the General
Election. You are now allowed to receive an
Absentee Ballot for all future General
Elections by checking the appropriate box on
the new Absentee Ballot Request Form. You
still must request an Absentee Ballot for all
School and Primary Elections.  

RENEWING YOUR DRIVER’S LICENSE

Check to see if you need a certified copy of
your birth certificate or marriage license. If
necessary, you can obtain these documents
from the Board of Health Office in the
municipality where you were born or mar-
ried. Midland Park has a Regional Board of
Health Office, located at 22 West Prospect
Street, Waldwick, not in Borough Hall. Call
them at 201-445-7217.

SIDEWALKS

Residents are responsible for the installation
and maintenance/repair of sidewalks and
curbs adjacent to their property. Please
examine your sidewalk and curb to see if
there is a hazardous condition and address it
as soon as possible. You must obtain a permit
from the Borough Clerk in order to have
such work performed.

CODES AVAILABLE VIA INTERNET

To access the “Revised General Ordi-
nances” and the “Land Development
Ordinances” please follow these steps:

Access the Internet at www.mpnj.com, go
to the center of the page where it reads
“Borough Announces e-Codes” and click on
“click here to view Midland Park’s e-codes.”
From there, on the left side of the page, click
on either Java or HTML, these will get you
to our General Ordinance, Land Develop-
ment and Board of Health Codes. 

Fall-Winter Programs
Please visit our website at www.mpnj.com for all

registration forms, program details, trip and event
information and our recreation sports link informa-
tion. Please make a note of our new phone number
at the Recreation Center, 201-652-2747.
Special Needs Cooking Program

Four-weeks, Thursdays, 4-5 pm, October 2-23  
Fall Tennis Program

Four-week program to be held at the Dairy Street
tennis courts every Saturday in October. 
Halloween Parade

Friday, October 24th, 7pm rain or shine.    
After School Bowling Club 

A six-week program for children grades 2-8
Town Tree Lighting Celebration

Veterans Plaza, Friday, December 5, 6:00-8:30
pm, rain date Monday December 8. 
Winter Theater Arts Program

A six-week program supervised by the Recreation
Department and high school volunteers. 

Summer Program A Success
The summer reading program was a great
success with 96 children participating in the
program. Youngsters enjoyed eight craft pro-
grams and four movies during July. The chil-
dren read an average of 15 books for a grand
total of 1,440 titles read. “Catch the Reading
Bug” ended with a special appearance by
children’s magician Mr Magic, who present-
ed his fun-filled show “The Magic of Honey
Bees”  on July 30. For more information
about children’s programs call Courtney
Laverty at 201-444-2390.

Read to a Dog Program
The “Paws to Read” program is now available to
any child who wants to improve his or her read-
ing skills. Children and dogs bond together over
a shared story. The child’s confidence and read-
ing skills grow in a relaxed environment. Champ,
a chocolate Labrador retriever, and his handler

Marianne are available
for 15 minute sessions
on Wednesdays from
3:15 until 4:00 p.m..
Blackjack, a tri-color
Pembroke Welsh corgi,
and his handler Jennifer
are available on Mon-

day night for 15 minute sessions from 7:00 until
7:45 p.m. To schedule a session call the library at
201-444-2390.

Book Discussion Groups
The library offers three book discussion groups
each month. On the first Thursday of each
month the senior book group meets at the
Northwest Bergen Senior Center at 10:30 a.m.
The daytime book group at the library is held
at 10:30 a.m. on the third Thursday of each
month, and the evening book group is held on
the third Monday of the month at 7:30.

The Police Department would like to
remind residents of the following
safety requirements. Please drive with

your headlights on when windshield wipers
are required. Also, invest in a hands-free
device for cell phones when operating your
motor vehicle. These are now state require-
ments and could result in a summons for fail-
ure to abide.

During the fall months, be particularly
careful about children playing in roadways
and leaf piles. Never park your vehicles
over leaves as the exhaust system may start
a fire.

Detective John Gibbons recommends

investigating computer programs such as K-
9, which may block undesirable sites from
your children’s computers. There are many
similar programs available which may be
downloaded free of charge.

Please remember that sidewalks are
required to be shoveled within 12 hours of
daylight from the end of any snow event.

Finally, too many residents are leaving
their vehicles unlocked with valuables such
as purses and electronics inside. Midland
Park and neighboring communities are
experiencing an increase in thefts from unse-
cured vehicles. Please lock up your vehicles
to prevent becoming a victim.

News from the Midland
Park Memorial Library

Police Department Offers
Seasonal Safety Reminders 


